PENINSULA
PUBLIC LIBRARY
Proposed Relocation and Construction Project

A new home for our library. A new center for our community.
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LE T T E R F R O M
T H E B OA R D
Dear Residents of School District 15,
Public libraries serve a vital role for each and every
member of the community. People of all ages, income
levels and backgrounds are welcome, including students
from schools both public and private. We are encouraged
to take advantage of materials, programs and services
which empower us to thrive in our various pursuits and
endeavors. Library staff also offer invaluable resources
and guidance, partnering with us every step of the way
with our families, education and careers.
Some may feel that libraries are becoming antiquated with
all the technology we have nowadays, but in many ways
we need our libraries more than ever. The library provides
a place to concentrate free from distractions, motivates
children and adults alike to read and learn when so many
other things compete for our attention, helps us find and
process information from amidst the infinite disarray of
content out there, and can be a community center to come
together and partake in all sorts of cultural, educational
and recreational activities.
The Peninsula Public Library serves the more than
35,000 residents of School District 15, which includes
Lawrence, Cedarhurst, Inwood, Atlantic Beach, and
parts of Woodmere and North Woodmere. Despite our
aging and undersized facilities and insufficient parking,
we consistently rank as one of the busiest libraries in
Nassau County. As the neighborhood has flourished and
outgrown our current capacity, the time has come to take
bold action so that the library can continue to fulfill its
essential mission in the years ahead.
In September 2017, we agreed to purchase the property
next to Zion Park from the Village of Lawrence with
several key objectives. First and foremost, balancing
the costs and benefits of constructing a new library that
is significantly bigger and better than what we have
now. Second, remaining in a location that is central and
accessible to all members of the district while also being
sensitive to residents in the immediate vicinity. Third,
configuring an interior layout that can be adapted over
time to accommodate new functions and innovations.
We embarked on this historic undertaking with support
and participation from a broad cross-section of the

community. We assembled an advisory committee
comprised of residents from across the district who have
shared their unique expertise and perspectives. We also
recently disseminated a public survey and the feedback
we received demonstrated overwhelming interest and
enthusiasm for this project and the desire for more of
everything – more parking, more books, more programs,
more community space, more children’s areas, and so on.
The new state-of-the-art library has been designed for
the distinct needs of our patrons. The lower level is for
community events, with a large auditorium, an adjoining
room and a kitchen. The first floor is the main library and
has the circulation desk and book drop as well as a café.
The second floor is for families, with designated areas for
children of all ages. The third floor is for quiet reading,
working and studying with private and group rooms.
Finally, the upper level has a lounge that opens out to a
rooftop balcony and garden overlooking the park.
We plan to fund the project by issuing a 30-year municipal
bond. The total cost, including acquisition of the property,
is approximately $24 million and the estimated tax
impact would be about $120 annually for the average
household, which is $10 per month. Once the new library
is completed, we intend to sell the old building and use
the proceeds to pay off a portion of the bond and/or offset
ongoing operating costs. We also expect to earn revenues
from the café and from occasionally renting out the upper
and lower levels for private events.
As your elected trustees, we are dedicated to serving the
best interests of all our constituents, working together
with a diverse group of parties to coordinate this once-ina-generation opportunity. We now respectfully pass the
baton over to you, as this decision ultimately rests with
the residents of District 15 to come out and vote at the
referendum. This is our chance to build something special
together that will enrich our lives, inspire our children and
be a great asset for our whole community for many years
to come.
Sincerely,
The Board of Trustees
July 2018

AERIAL VIEW
OF SITE PL AN
Imagine arriving at the magnificent new library at the corner of Central Avenue and Lawrence Avenue. Just
down the block from the current location, the library remains central to all residents of the school district and
has plenty of parking for patrons and staff. The train station sits to the north and a bus stop to the south, Zion
Park lays to the east and Lawrence Village Hall across the street to the west. You make your way to the main
entrance eager to explore everything that the new library has to offer…
Commuter Parking

Train Station

Zion Park

New Library

Bus Stop

Central Avenue

Lawrence Village Hall

Lawrence Avenue

Peninsula Public Library

3

LO W E R L E V E L :
COMMUNIT Y
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You first head downstairs to see the
exciting programs and activities taking
place in the community rooms. With
flexible walls and seating arrangements,
the rooms can host multiple functions
at the same time or they can be opened
up for large events. The audience is
watching a live performance in the main
auditorium while a discussion group
convenes in the room next door. You
enjoy the show for a while and then go
back to the main library…

Commercial kitchen equipped
to cater special events and
to accommodate applicable
dietary restrictions

Second community room
with a retractable wall so the
two rooms can be joined for
maximum capacity

Large auditorium available
for all types of programs with
a stage for performances
and presentations

8,125 Square Feet
Separate entrance to lower
level so that visitors can
enter and exit without going
through the main library

F I R S T F LO O R :
M A I N LI B R A RY
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You return to the main library and stroll
over to the café, perhaps a Starbucks or
other brand-name coffee shop, for a quick
treat. As you are sitting by the fireplace
and taking in the ambiance, you notice
some folks exiting out the back door to
spend some quality time at the park. You
then browse the new releases and swing
by the circulation desk to check out some
books and maybe a few museum passes
too. It’s time to hop on the elevator and
see what’s happening upstairs...

Two large elevators in
addition to a central glassenclosed grand stairwell
and staircases at each end

Café serving snacks and beverages
and adjacent seating area and
restroom with easy access to and
from the park

7,170 Square Feet
Book drop for returning
materials positioned at far end
of the library accessible from
outside at all times

Information and security area
strategically located at main
entrance with visibility to back
and side doors

S E CO N D F LO O R :
FA M I LY

Peninsula Public Library

6

The second floor has something for
everyone in the family. With separate
areas for children in different age
groups, they are all actively engaged
in an exciting mix of books, clubs,
projects and games. Children are
free to walk around, play with friends
and have a fun time. The children’s
librarians are there to help parents with
questions and supervise the various
activities. You then proceed up the
glass enclosed grand stairs for the next
stop…

STEAM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Arts and Mathematics) and
Maker Space for tweens and teens

Interactive projects for children, including
book reading clubs, arts and crafts and
other educational activities

Soft play area with toys, games and
other entertainment for toddlers and
seating nearby for parents

9,266 Square Feet

Designated area to park strollers so
parents and children can more easily
move around the floor

In the quiet adult library you see some
college students preparing for exams,
professionals busy on their computers
and other patrons enjoying the simple
pleasure of reading. Impressive book
stacks are interspersed between open
seating and technology areas at the
center and along the windows. There are
also private rooms at either end ideal for
tutoring and working remotely as well
as a group room for study sessions and
meetings. Finally, you board the elevator
for the upper level…

Private offices, which patrons can
reserve in advance online, will be
available for work and study

Multiple seating and technology
areas for working and studying while
using computers and other devices
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T H I R D F LO O R :
R E A D, W O R K & S T U DY

Open reading area by fireplace,
including chairs and sofas for older
adults and persons with disabilities

9,266 Square Feet
Room with printer/copier/
scanner machines and
other supplies for the
convenience of patrons

UPPER LEVEL:
LO U N G E & B A LC O N Y
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You are now at the rooftop lounge,
where people come to unwind or
get together with friends, and also
a great venue for special events.
You step outside onto the balcony,
furnished with outdoor seating
and gardens, and take in the
stunning view of the surrounding
neighborhood. Hidden behind
partitions, the building is equipped
with cost-effective, energy-efficient
and environmentally friendly
mechanical systems and a backup
generator. This is our future library…

Rooftop adorned with an array of
plants and flowers blending with the
park for a greener environment

Spacious lounge with casual seating
arrangements for relaxing, socializing
and hosting group functions

3,726 Square Feet

Glass wall enclosure can be opened
when the weather is pleasant for
combined indoor/outdoor events

Balcony with outdoor seating
overlooking the park on one side
and village hall on the other

S U R V E Y R E S U LT S
Peninsula Public Library

SurveyMonkey
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In April 2018, we invited all members of the
community to participate in a short survey.
The survey was sent to our email subscribers,
handed out to library visitors, and distributed
through local organizations and papers.
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Surve

How often do you visit the
When do you typically visit the
Q1 How often do you visit the Peninsula Public Library?
Q2 Peninsula
When do you
typically
visit the Peninsula PublicLibrary?
Peninsula Public
Library?
Public
Library?
Answered: 867
Skipped: 2
RarelyRarely
or never
or never
2.42%

Daily
Daily

Rarely or never
A few times per
A few
times
year
per
year
A few
times per
17.88%
year

Special thanks to the 868 respondents for
taking the time to complete the survey and
for all of your valuable input which was
considered in planning and designing the
new library!

Answered: 862

2.31%

Sundays 15.78%
Sundays

Daily

Weekday
mornings
Weekday mornings
14.04%
Weekday mornings

Sundays

Weekly
Weekly
46.14%
Weekly

Skipped: 7

Saturdays
Saturdays
13.23%
Saturdays

Weekly

Monthly
Monthly
31.26%
Monthly

Weekday
Weekday afternoons
afternoons
Weekday afternoons
35.61%

Weekday
evenings
Weekday

evenings 21.35%

Weekday evenings
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ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES ANSWER CHOICES

Daily

2.31%

Weekday mornings

46.14%

Weekday afternoons

SurveyMonkey

Weekly
Peninsula

Public Library

RESPONSES
14.04%

20

35.61%

400
SurveyMonkey

21.35%

Monthly
Q3 Please
your
primary
reasons
for visiting
Public
How would you describe thePeninsula
When using the Peninsula Public
Library,
Public Library
13.23%
Pleaseselect
select
your
primary
reasons
for the APeninsula
Saturdays
17.88%
155
few times per year
Q4 How would
you describe
the customer
service
you receive
at the
Library (check all that apply).
15.78%
customer
service
you receive
atSundays
is your
visit
typically successful?
Do you
visiting the Peninsula Public Library.
2.42%
21
Rarely or never
Peninsula Public Library? TOTAL
Answered: 862 Skipped: 7
Weekday evenings

31.26%

the PeninsulaAnswered:
Public
Library?
860 Skipped: 9

TOTAL

CheckCheck
outout
print materials
print materials

86.43%

Check
Check
outout
audiobooks
audiobooks

Poor
Fair 5.7%
Fair

8.24%

Good Good
15%

Check
Check outout
DVDs
DVDs

25.17%

271

Q5 Whenobtain
using the
Public
Library, isthat
your visit typ
the867Peninsula
information
or materials
successful?
Do
you
obtain
the
information
or
materials
that y
you are looking for?
looking for?

Poor .7%

Poor

Answered: 844

Fair

Skipped: 25

No 8.77%
No

Good

No

Electronic
Electronic
Databases
Databases

Excellent
Excellent
46.05%
Excellent

3.83%

Library
WiFi
Library
WiFi

5.57%

Library
Library
computers /...
computers/iPads

10.44%

Library
public spaces

10.09%

Library public
spaces

A book
A book
discussion
discussion
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7.66%

Adult programs
Adult programs
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RESPONSES

Excellent

46.05%

Very good

approve the new library?
Answered: 836

Good

14.39%

Fair

15.00%
Skipped:
33

Other

ANSWER CHOICES

6.96%
0%

10%

20%

TOTAL
30%

40%

50%

60%

70%
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ANSWER CHOICES
Peninsula
Public Library

RESPONSES

Check out print materials

86.43%

Check out audiobooks

8.24%

your library visits?

Electronic Databases

Answered: 853

Skipped: 16

860

745

33

48

Library computers / iPads

10.44%

Library public spaces

10.09%

Better parking
Better parking

Larger /for
more
Larger/more
rooms
A book discussion
rooms for...
community events

27.2%

7.66%
18.21%

Adult programs

Café / eating
Café/eating
area
area

25.67%
3 / 14

Larger
Larger
children’s area
children’s
area

Answered: 852

No

specify)
Public
Other (please
T ransportation
Bike 1.29%
specify)
Public
Bike
T ransportation

16.88%

94.50%

S
790

Q12 I am:

5.50%

46

Answered:
842 5-12)
Skipped: 27
Child
(Ages
.59% 836
Teenager (Ages 13-20)
Child (Ages 5-12)
6 / 3.44%
14
Teenager (Ages
Child (Ages 5-12)
13-20)Adult (Ages 21-35)
Adult
(Ages 21-35)
Teenager
(Ages
17.46%
13-20)

Walk

Walk 11.97%

Walk

Bike

Adult (Ages 21-35)

Adult
Adult
(Ages
56+)
(Ages
56+)
44.89%
Adult
(Ages 56+)

40.91%

More space
for teens

I am:

Skipped: 17

17.7%

More seating /
More seating/
areas
readyingreading
areas

Inwood 12.97%

RESPONSES

Public
Other.47%
(pleaseOther .59%
Transportation

56.51%

DVDs
More More
DVDs

plans and costs)

/ 14
Q11 When I visit5 the
I usually:
When
I visit the librarylibrary
I usually:

TOTAL

More
More computers
computers

Yes
(subjectto
to
Yes
(subject
seeingthe
thefinal
final
seeing
plans
andcosts)
costs)
Yes
(subject
to
Lawrence
27.12%
plans
and
SurveyMonkey
seeing the final Peninsula Public Library
94.5%

157

Yes (subject to seeing the final plans and costs)

23.33%

More books
More books

90

66
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Cedarhurst
24.88%

87

ANSWER CHOICES

32.83%

work /
More More
work/
areas
study study
areas

89.21%

8.77%

Atlantic Beach
5.31%

Woodmere
21.58%

71

3.83%

Other 2.53%

North Woodmere
5.37%

SurveyMonkey

5.57%

6

Meadowmere
Park .24%

TOTAL

Q6 Which
of of
thethe
following
would
add value
your library visits? (check217
Which
following
would
add to
value
25.17% to
Check out DVDs
all that apply)
Library WiFi

91.23%

I live in:

No

No

90% 100%

91.23%
RESPONSES

5.70%
0.70%

NoNo 5.5%

Poor

Yes Yes
Yes

129

Yes

Other (please
specify)

2 / 14

396

Q7 Do you
plan on voting
to approve the new library?280
1 / 14 to 32.56%
Do you plan on voting

18.21%

Children's
Children’s
programs
programs

Very good
good
Very
32.56%
Very good

16.65%

More space for
teens

Other

8.09%

Other (please
specify)
0%

10%

20%

Adult (Ages 36-55)

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

Drive
ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES
ANSWER
CHOICES

Better parking

Walk

Larger / more rooms for community events

Adult (Ages 36-55)
Adult (Ages 36-55)
33.61%

Drive
Drive
85.68%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES
0.59%

Child (Ages 5-12)
RESPONSES

89.21%

761

27.20%

232

11.97%Teenager (Ages 13-20)

102

3.44%
17.46%
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F I N A N C I A L & VOT I N G
I N F O R M AT I O N
CONSTRUCTION PROJECT PL AN
Construction will require careful planning and coordination by the Peninsula Public
Library Board of Trustees and the Village of Lawrence Board of Trustees along with
the architect (BBS Architects & Engineers), the construction manager (Park East
Construction) and others. Final site and design plans for the new library will also be
subject to approval by the relevant authorities. We expect to complete this project
and move to the new location within 30-36 months from the date the referendum
is approved. The library will remain at the current location during the construction
period. Once the project is completed and the library moves to the new location, we
intend to sell the old building and use the proceeds to pay off a portion of the bond and/
or offset ongoing operating costs.
FINANCIAL COST PROJECTIONS
The total cost of the project will be approximately $24 million. Project costs
include the land acquisition, architect, construction management, specialty
consultants, construction (trade and materials), contingencies, reimbursable
expenses, inspections, equipment, furniture, moving costs and other related
expenses. We plan to fund the project by issuing a 30-year municipal bond. Bond
counsel (Hawkins Delafield & Wood) will assist the Library Board and the School
District Board of Education with issuing the bond. Our financial advisor (Capital
Markets Advisors) estimates that the tax impact would be about $120 annually
for the average household, which is $10 per month. We expect to earn revenues
from the café and from occasionally renting out the upper and lower levels for
private events. Any revenues that are raised will be used to reduce the costs for
taxpayers.
SPECIAL DISTRICT MEETING
New York Education Law governs the process for scheduling a vote on the proposed new library
site acquisition and financing for construction of the new library. Section 260(9) authorizes the
Library Board to “call, give notice of and conduct a special district meeting of the qualified voters
of the school district for any proper library purpose … at a time and place designated by said
board of trustees.” Section 260(10) further provides the Library Board with “the power to
determine the necessity for construction of library facilities, to select a library site
or sites, to select the architect, and to require that the board of education call, give
notice of and conduct a special district meeting … for the purpose of designating
and acquiring a site or sites and authorizing the issuance of obligations of the school
district for acquisition and construction of library facilities, or either.” The Library Board
has formally directed the School Board of Education to schedule a vote in the Fall of
2018 as required under the foregoing Education Law provisions. Residents of the School
District will receive notice of the special district meeting and additional details regarding the
time and place to vote.

QUESTIONS
& ANSWERS
Will anything happen to the green space at
Zion Park?

5

How long will it take to complete this project?

6

What will we do with the old building when
the library moves?

The new library will be built on land next to the
park that is currently designated for parking and
which is underutilized. No park-zoned land will be
taken away to make room for the new building.

2

How will parking for library and LIRR users be
affected?
The new library will have many more spots reserved
for patrons and staff than at the current location. In
addition, the commuter spots will be more efficiently
organized and relocated to new parking areas closer
to the train tracks.

3

How will this project be funded and how much will
it cost?

Once the project is completed and the library
moves to the new location, we intend to sell
the old building and use the proceeds to pay
off a portion of the bond and/or offset ongoing
operating costs.
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We plan to fund the project by issuing a 30-year
municipal bond. The total cost, including acquisition
of the property, is approximately $24 million and the
estimated tax impact would be about $120 annually
for the average household, which is $10 per month.

4

Who can vote and when and where will the
vote take place?
All qualified residents of School District 15
will have the opportunity to vote. We expect
to hold the referendum in the Fall, pending
confirmation from the School Board of
Education.

We expect to complete this project and move
to the new location within 30-36 months from
the date the referendum is approved. The
library will remain at the current location during
the construction period.

Will there be revenue-raising opportunities at
the new library?
We expect to earn revenues from the café and
from occasionally renting out the upper and
lower levels for private events. Any revenues
that are raised will be used to reduce the costs
for taxpayers.
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Will there be dedication and sponsorship
opportunities?
After the referendum is approved, a list of
dedication and sponsorship opportunities
will be made available. Donations will be tax
deductible and can be made to the library’s
affiliated foundation.

We welcome all residents to attend our regularly scheduled monthly board meetings to discuss any
questions or concerns you may have.
If you would like to share any feedback or get involved with the new library project, please send us
an email at newlibrary@peninsulapublic.org.
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Here is what our local
leaders have to say about
the Peninsula Public Library:

Laura Curran, Nassau County Executive
“A relocated Peninsula Public Library will be a treasure enhanced.
Lawrence residents and the entire community look forward to
your continued success and appreciate what an asset the library
is to all of us.”
Alex Edelman, Mayor of Lawrence
“As the smallest space per user in the Nassau County Library
System, the Peninsula Public Library is in great need of a larger
building and more parking in order to better accommodate the
community. The modern day library is more than just a place to
store books; it is a common space for special events, learning,
and programs for children and families everywhere.”
Laura Gillen, Town of Hempstead Supervisor
“The Peninsula Public Library fills a vital role for the community,
by providing excellent educational resources and programming
for its residents.”

today are far more than books. They build greater communities
by bringing people together with important programming and
numerous services and they aid in the dissemination of vital
information. Our community will be stronger for this long awaited
project. My wife and I look forward to being among the first
patrons!”
Howard Kopel, Nassau County Legislator
“Libraries open the doors for so many people, they are learning
hubs for our communities. I am thrilled that the Peninsula Public
Library will finally be able to have a bigger space, as they have so
many people that they serve, who come in and utilize the facility.
Over the years the library has made due with the limited amount
of space they have and have offered such wonderful programs,
concerts and classes. In an age where most people have gone
digital, it is great to see libraries are still thriving like this.”
Melissa Miller, New York State Assemblywoman
“I strongly support the Peninsula Public Library’s proposed
move to a larger, more spacious facility. PPL has been providing
essential services to our community for over 85 years, and this
new building will allow it to continue for many more years to
come.”
George Pappas, Mayor of Atlantic Beach

Todd Kaminsky, New York State Senator
“Both as a long-time Lawrence resident and elected official, I
eagerly await the construction of our brand new state-of-the
art Library. Lawrence is a highly educated community, and
we value knowledge, for ourselves and our children. Libraries

“The Peninsula Public Library is an important institution and an
extensively utilized resource in our community. We appreciate
the efforts of the board to ensure its continued viability.”
Benjamin Weinstock, Mayor of Cedarhurst

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

ADMINISTRATION

ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Samuel Francis, President
Audrian Gray, Vice President
Joseph Fuller, Treasurer
Jeffrey Leb, Secretary
Sarah Yastrab, Trustee

Carolynn Matulewicz, Director
Rhonda Todtman, Assistant Director

Norman Braun, Lawrence
David Edelman, Cedarhurst
Michele Justic, Woodmere
Chaya Levitz, Woodmere
Pam Makaea, Atlantic Beach
Tova Plaut, Cedarhurst
Cheryl Rothberger, North Woodmere
Diana Safier, Lawrence
Sasha Young, Inwood

INDEPENDENT
TREASURER
Samuel Fishman

PeninsulaPublic.org  280 Central Ave, Lawrence, NY 11559  516.239.3262

BottomLineMG.com

“The Peninsula Public Library has a history of providing
exceptional programming and services to the community. I wish
the library the best of luck in their move to a new, larger facility
so they may expand their services.”

